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Eye for Art

Airy lafs have become hol propertiss in
D' real estste miarkst, but thess quasi-in-
dustrial digs can be a challenge 10 deconrate,
Erter Allison Cohen, a lacal art consultant
who scours the city's galleries and paint-
splattered stukdias in search of great inds foe
her dients’ Boxy new abades.

She s one af the very few DUC. arl cansul-
tanls who specialze in fnding cantemparary
pieces lor young urbanites. Caben ounded
bt Brasineess, Sightline (wwoacsightlinebizl, in
early 2004 alter & stind as & senior astociste at
a'Washinglan law frm. She says her growing
resbar of clients is lled with sseey hipsers
whiowanlar that nof anby comphements their
shyle, bt also gimulates thein minds. Many
are loaking far works thal are likely 1o prave
# sound investment, Cohen aokds.

They wanl Lo go beyand the surlace of
Bl stk o umcderstamd whial it is albwaul,
b il alfects them and how it impects their
sprace,” she says, “This makes it thal much
rmare fun for me 1o sdeise them.”

Tor meet her clients' needs, Cohean sched-
ules an initial meeting to expkye personal
prederences. Than she calls an gallery awn-
ers who are advised of the client's inlerests
in advance so they can dig up works from
file dranwers or even olfer ealy siewings of
recently arrived pieces. Generally shedeals
with artwork priced upwards of $2,000. Her
commissian comes directly from the artist
or galkery and is not reflected in the price
al 1he plece

O of Cohen's favorile sources i Fuse-
box gallery, a 14th Street arl space that's
known Lo host cutling-edge shows, “There's
thils Sowth Advican artis!, Simane flen, who
comes in and does these really coal wall in-

&b DCATYLE

stallations using ald-schaal comic strips, like
Rin Tin Tin, that have thede racial under-

tanes,” Cobien says And be will sometimes
Whiite--Oud thes Tet of the comic $rips so yau

= hatve 1o look at the images and what you e
. has this unsettling connotation.” Coben says
shee also looks ko & Fine Art Tor up-and-cam-

ing artists who may nol be shawn at slber
kel galleries.

‘When looking for  Ubser-edoy, sbslract or

Allison ok
Pedps hay cliengs
tindl artwsark that

s i smydes

ared sersibility,

avant-garde pieces, Coben often works with

| Mumark Gallery, a spat that's showcased

Chan Chaa's photograghs of naked wamen

{and Dan Steinhilber's wall sculptures made
i Fram shampao bottles, Cobien also ravels Lo
i oarl spaces sround the country in search o
warks that have just the right look.

For clients Philppa and Denvid Hughes, Ca-

hen racked dawn several pieces b suit beth
othesir Logan Circle loft and a shared love of
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pieces, Cohen often works with Numark Gallery,

a spot that's showcased Chan Chao's photographs
of naked women and Dan Steinhilber's wall
sculptures made from shampoo bottles.”

pontradiction. “1like things that are not what
they appear—in general, nol just in art”
Philipgsa says. “hnd so at least taa of the phec-
4 Lhal weve Bawght with her are just simple
palterms or designs, bul when you look clos e
they're very comiples and they become mone
beautitul because af thaet "

In addition 1o warking one-on-one with
mumeraws dients, Cohen organizes regulan
gallery events where artists and art appre-
cialors can mest ug bor dinner and drindes.
Thess inlimale gatherings are miore social
amd they alse ghse wou the opporiunily o
wialk up Eo he artis amnd chal.” she says.

Cobien poinls o some red-hot recent
evenls Lo prave the city is raising the Bar
far contemporary arl exhibis, The Found

Sound sxhibit last wear pul sound & inko
reconfguied Port-a-Foblies sooss Lo, The
Hirshhorn Musewn's 24-How Paycho exhibit
showed the Alired Hitchoock master plece on
a projeclion soreemn al suger-show speed oeer
34 haurs. "The tresd is teesaard Bringing pea-
ple in, making il sort of a party, bul sayving,
"Here's i chalbeniging art exhibit; Enjoy itina
mew vy, ” Cohen says.

She's comsidering some more ambitious
prajects, including rolabing wearks at a cli-

{oent's homie gallery and staging videa art.
“Right now there are some peaple in Wash-
Dinglon whi would consider doing that, al-
though not too many, Bul whal's exciling
| abouwl being in D s that there's a lon o
i polential here,” — Christie Findlay

Wiate i telesision all day in vour
pajamas can be a linthe depressing—
e petfally i o pumed in to MV
Cribes , wihane cedabeities dhow off
Ehaciy nansions filkec) with wira-luse
Furniture and the cooest litle prod-
ucts woull probably never awn, But
bresfore you get dowr in the dumps
abreul youir kess-than-chic digs, take
et oof this: Some of the beast home
accessaries—uhe anes that are stylish
ard imexpensive—ean be vours if you
ki broass ter shoge onliree We suifed
Ehee by et oo these hot-priced
firseds, so all you have ta da s podne,
Click arl figguire cut what to dowith
all that extra coin. Whie said you can’
accomplish anything by just sming
areaid? —Caitlin Conrons
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